Hamilton: Montana Safe Routes to School

Hamilton Elementary School
FY11 SRTS




Hamilton: Montana Safe Routes to School

The Hamilton Safe Routes to School committee welcomes the opportunity to join
the State of Montana in its efforts to create a safe walking and bicycling
environment for the chilén of Hamilton School District #3.

Daly Elementary School is located on the east side of Daly Avenue.
The only improved walking facilities are to the north of Daly Elementary school.
There are no safe paths, no sidewalks, and no trails in the othdiodisec

Daly Avenue is an unimproved road with no designated areas for pedestrians, with
the exception of a mixed design of walkways between the School and Marcus
Street. Children who are walking and motorists are both unsure of where the
roadway ends andalkway begins. Children trek their way along the road edge
working toward the entrance of the school. Motorists cautiously creep through this
section of Daly Avenue, doing wh#tey can to ensure that an accident does not
occur.

The designated crosalk on Daly Avenue has the potential to place children in an
unsafe area where no walking space is avalahlthe west side. Children
heading south frorthe school are forced to walk in the street and or private

property.

Getting to school from the werequires climbing fences, a railroad track, and
navigating through a large unimproved and uncontrolled parking lot. Children
must walk between parked cars and on rough, uneven surfaces to reach the poorly
located crosswalk. Once across Daly Avenuearid school property, there is a

mix of concrete and asphalt walkways to the front door of the school.

Getting to school from the east requires hiking through knapweed on a rocky,
uneven surface that resembles a goat trail.

Children walking to school &m the north have the benefit of an improved surface
and concrete separation device.

Hamilton Middle School is located at the junction of NorfhSireet and State

Street. State Street is a major easst thoroughfare with no stop signs, &@nd

used as an alternate driving route to Main Street, which has traffic control at each
block.
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Crosswalks are designated at the State Street crossing along NSited,
however, traffic moves quickly through this intersection and there have been
numepus neaimisses between clilen and autos at this crossing.

Children who leave the school and walk or ride bicycles to the west along State
Street must cross the street or walk or ride in the street due to the sidewalk ending
abruptly along the middle Bool side of State Street.

Those who walk to the east from the center of the misicheol campus must
cross abne of two crossvalks that bisect the bus lanes. Visibility is a problem
with these crossis, as the lined up buses blagkion along thetseet.

Parents drop students off in the center of the middle school campus along'North 5
Street. There is ncrosswalk on North &' at the dropoff locaion. Those who

drop their children off othe east side of the street continoenonitor to enste

they safely cross through traffic. There are cnwatks across North"5at either

the east owest ends of the middle school campus.

The Hamilton Community has come together to bring some sedido®n up to
thedesiredstn dar d of e B C adarpghe direotion 8fthe city
Planning/Engineering Department and thed&laCounty CTEP administrator.
Hamilton has begun to addressammotorized plan and constructed a number of
sidewalks. Construction cost estimates are provide by Rera€irg , Interstate
Engineering of Hamilton.

Under the leadership of Daly principal Eric Larson, Middle School principal Dan
Kimzey and Traffic Education Teacher Lance Tuyeelucation concerns have
moved forward. The Daly physical education teachereadlly has a bicycle
education unit. Hamilton would like to complement that program and move
forward to a comprehensive approach for all grad@s K strategy is in place to
allow all K-12 teachers to participate in a SRTS bicycle/pedestrian awarenkess a
information inservice. Parents and the public at large will have the opportunity to
participate in a numbef gatherings sponsored by tharent organization and the
Bitterroot Valley Bicycle Club.
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This request for funds will address the needstifled by the Hamilton Safe
Routes to School committee.

1.Bring Daly Avenue to the current sta
2. BringState Streest o t he current standard of AC
3. Conduct comprehensive site evaluations forkaiB schools

4. Train PE teachers and SRTS volunteers.

5. Continue the community awareness campaign.

6. Purchase material and equipment to support the ongoing SRTS effort.
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General Information

Project Sponsor: HamiltonSchool District #3
Duby SantegSuperintenda
217 Daly
Hamilton, MT 59840
Phone: 406.363.2280
santeed@hsd3.org

Project Manager: Hamilton School District #3
Duby Santee, Superintende
217 Daly
Hamilton, MT 59840
Phone: 406.363.2280
santeed@hsd3.org

Project Name: HamiltonSRTS

Project Location: Hamilton
Ravalli County
HamiltonSchool District #3
HamiltonElementary School
Hamilton Middle School
Duby Santee, Superintente

HamiltonDaly Elementary School is a Title 1 school with 588 students.
Hamilton Middle School is a Title 4chool with355 students.

Brief Project Description:

It is the ntention of theHamiltoncommunity to provide walking and bicycling facilities that

allow children safe passage to school. It isnthgsion of theHamiltonPublic School District to
encouage children to walk and bicycle to school by assisting in the development of necessary
traffic skills. It is theduty of local law enforcement officers to promote expected behaviors and
discourage dangerous ones that adversely affect children and athdt®unty engineering
commitment will be evidenced by the construction of new sidewalks on the school property and
the construction of hard surface pathways in the school neighborhood that will connect to
existing public facilities. The school districommitment to parent education and
encouragement will be evidenced by the dissemination of information about the Montana Safe
Routes to 8hool program in th®aly School Tuesday TidhiMiddle School Report and
SynergEpublicatiors; on the school websitnd through public meetings.
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| Project Outline/Description

Project Scope: NonlInfrastructure Project

Goal 1:

Goal2:

Goal 3:

Goal 4:

Encourage all children to walk and bicycle to school.

Objective 1: Provide professional development for the teachers

Objective 2: Assistchildren in acquiring thevalking and riding skills
necessary to navigate ttraffic mix in the neighborhood.

Objective 3: Inform parents of the reduced risk of injury through education,
proper facilities and enforcement.

Reduce injury risk through enforcement and education.

Objective 1: Provide enforcement of expeale@ing behaviors

Provide information to the general public.
Objective 1. Condugbublic meetings.

Objective 2: Distribut&RTS campaign information.
Continue Assessing and Monitoring

Objective 1: Develop an ongoing monitoring procedure.
Objective 2: Develop an ongoing monitoring tool.
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Educationand Encouragement

Hamilton SchoolDistrict has a histor of involvement with traffic education. The pined
educatiorstaff hasbeeninvolved in the Montana Elementaryaffic Education Program. These
teachersvill continue to assist in the training of dikmentry staff using the most current
encouragemd and educational materials. The instronal staff will teach appropriatealking
and bicycling behaviors in and around the school $t®per use of all existing aneéw
facilitieswill be addressedlt is the hope of thélamilton Safe Routes to ool committee to
participate in the National Walk to School Ddyis expected that walking and bicycling will
Increase immediately dacilities begin to conne@xisting pathways. Once the new facilities
are in place the SRTS committee will contdtparents of children who live in the immediate
walking and bicycling area. Traffic counts will be conducted by the SRTS committee members
and volunteers.

Enforcement, Education and Encouragement

ThePublic Awareness Campaign will inclulaw Enforcemenactivities.Hamilton Police and

the Ravalli County Sheriff will be directly involved in the training of teachers and assist teachers
as needed in the development gpected behaviors usirigcilities. The Ravalli County Sheriff

and Hamilton Policsvill be directly involved irdeveloping an education and enforcement plan
for motorists in the school zone.

Evaluation, Education and Encouragement

Hamilton School will continue to educate the public throagticles published and distributed by
the SynergE This newsletter is delivered to every box holder inttanilton School Dstrict.

The £hool website carries a section dedicated to Safe Routes to Sétidloé site are hot links
to state andational SRTS programs, updates on local projects anceatoaaccept public
comment. Thechool administration has been condlogtan ongoing school facilityafety
awareness campaigrit will continue to do so. Surveand assessmerdgsults are posted on the
SRTS web page.

See Attachment 1A

As required fo accreditation by the Office of Public Instructidtamilton Elementary school

has addressed personal safety. All children are taught expected walking behaviors on the school
site. The Montana Safe Routes to School program has provided specific gsidgithactivities

to condut a successful campaigidamilton School will increase the intensity of traffic

education instruction tassist students itlevelopng the skills needed to walk or bicycle to

school. Traffic awareness and education for parmsthe general community will be made

more evident.

See Attachment 1APA2.1

HamiltonSchool District is located in the beautiful Bitterroot Valley, serRayalli County
southof Corvallisand north oDarby. It is bordered on the west by the mae&itterroot Peaks
and onthe east by the Sapphire Mountains

See Attachment 2A1

Maps and photos of tHéamilton School area
See Attachment 2A2A5
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Safe Routes to Schoobmmittee members will be under the leadershigbbsl superintendent
Duby Sante. The school administrators will be responsible for the dissemination and collection
of all information that is passed tta#f, students and parents. Pplesident and Family

Resource coordinator will be responsible for communications and organizingeeis from a

pool of parents and community members. School advisor list.

See Attachment 3A3A2

Public Involvement is evidenced by the presence of information dahelton School

Website, information pulshed in theSynergE and direct mail campaigo the parents of each

and every child in the elementary grades. Comments have been and will continue to be collected
by personal interview, responses on the web and parent notices.

See AttachmemiA1-4A5

All Safe Routes to School lessons will takegd on the school site which is in full compliance
with the American with Disabilities Act.
See Attachment 5A

Find a letter of support from thiéamilton School District
See Attachment 6A

Certificate of Accreditation or neprofit status.
See AttachmemA
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Project Scope: Infrastructure Project

The primarypurpose of this project is tagrease connectivityp separate children from motor
vehicles, improve a childbs abilitwayst o cr oss
improve bicyclepathways andmprove visibility of motorists and children.

This application will be used to apply for both SRTS and CTEP fuAtgacilities will be

constructed, orlamilton School District property or property with permanent public easement,
within two miles of the school siteThe community has demonstrated its ability to match and

exceed the requirements of the CTEP.

Goals: Complete the sevaasks identified.

Sidewalkon bothsides of State Street between N &nd N. 7th

Develop Safe crossing area from east siddidfile School Campus to N"S5t.
Develop Safe crossing area from west side of Middle School Campust&N.7
Sidewalkfrom the front door of Daly & ool to Daly Avenue.

A path heading east from Daly School to Kurtz Lane.

Sidewalk on the East side of D#lyenue south to Golf Course Road

A path along Golf Course Road

OEMMOUO®>

This project is part of an ongoing effort to make the school neighborhood bicycle and pedestrian
friendly.
See Attachmenl

Input hasbeen collected through informal survey, written survey and data confiigitad
Hamiltonnon-motorized plan Completion of this project will provide a network of hard surface
pathwaysrom neighborhoods to the elementary school frontsloor

See Attachmer2B1-2B3

All improvements will be made within two miles of the School. Most improvements will be on
school property. The off school site improvements will be on permanent public easements.
See AttachmerB1-3B3

Path and sidewalk maintenarcmnsideations.
See Attachment 4B4B2

All paths will be placed on school district property or permanent public easement.
See Attachment 5B

Safe Routes to Schoocbmmittee members will be under the leabgr®f school superintendent

Duby SanteeSchool adminisators will be responsible for the collection and dissemination of

all information that is passed to staff, students and parents. PTA president and Family Resource
coordinator will be responsible for communications and organizing volunteers from a pool of
parents and community members. Ravalli County CTEP administrator will oversee work.

See Attachment®

1C
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Il Budget and Budget Narrative

ltem A
Non-Infrastructure Budget

Promotion/Advertising and Printing/Postage budget items will include the devetd@nd
distribution of "Public Awareness Campaign" materials. This will allow the district to educate
the public through the distribution 8fynergE This monthly newsletter is delivered to every
box holder in thedamiltonSchool District. Direct maihgs and information sheets carried home
by students are covered in these line items.

Education, Evaluation, Enforcement and Training budget items will include the development and
production of teaching and evaluation tools. Elementary traffic tramamgshops for teachers,

the development of countermeasures for specific school site and neighborhood behaviors, and
the development and delivery of age appropriate lessons will come from these budget areas.

Equipment budget will cover bicycles, helmetsl @ems that are critical to the success of
empowering children to be responsible, predictable and competent in traffic.

Project Phase Total Project Cost SRTS Funds Additional Funds
Promotion

Advertising $500 $250 $250
Printing

Postage $500 $250 $250
Equipment $5000 $2500 $2500
Educational

Materials $1000 $500 $500
Evaluation

Materials $200 $100 $100
Enforcement

Activities $1000 $500 $500
Training $2000 $1000 $1000
Totals $10,200.00 $5,100.00 $5,100.00

* Additional funds listed here account for the current general budget items that have been
dedicated in the past for safety education and public/private donations.

11



Hamilton: Montana Safe Routes to School

ltem B
Infrastructure Budget

TheHamiltoncommunity faces the same issues as many runahmemities and schools.

The overtaking threat by automobiles on the roadway is most troublesome. Children do not have
a safe place to walk. Children darting into the street, conflicts at crosswalks, and visual barriers
will be addressed by this prograr@rash data is available from tRavalli CountySheriff and

Hamilton Police DepartmentAll 943 studentskindergarten through eighth grade will be

affected by this project.

This project will address the proper use of existing facilities and new feilitat will connect
school property to existing paved pathwaysg sidewalks

Project Phasé Total Cost SRTS Funds CTEP Funds 86.58 Match 13.42
Preliminary

Engineering 15,125 15,125 0 0
Utility

Relocation 0 0 0 0
Right-of -Way 0 0 0 0
Constriction 210,850 210,850 0 0
Construction 10,925 10,925

Engineering 0 0
Other

Totals 236,900 236,900 0 0

12
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[l Partners Signatures
ltem C

a. Reimbursement

The Safe Routes to School Program is a reimbursable funding program, meaning that
recipients of the funds will front the cost of the project and will be reimbursed during
the course of the project. All costs submitted for reimbursement are subject to
eligibility requirements. Any costs incurred before a project’s authorization in writing
are nof. eligible for reimbursement.

Funding for the SRTS Program is flexible to encourage innovative solutions; however,
applicants are advised that certain projects are ineligible. Ineligible projects include
the following:

+  Projects that do not specifically serve the stated purposes of the SRTS
Program.

*» Recurring costs such as crossing guard salaries unless there are plans in
place for alternative sources of funding to perpetuate the program in the
future.

* Projects that recrganize pick-up and drop-off primarily for the convenience of
drives rather than to improve the safety of walking and bicycling for students.

+ Fducation programs that are primarily focused on bus safety.

* |mprovements to bus stops.

b. Cerfifications and Assurances
We, the undersigned:

*  Submit this project to the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) for
approval of the project concept.

#  Assyre MDT that the local governmentis) or school district will maintain (or
cause to be mairtained) this project in a safe and serviceable condition and
that the MDT will not be responsible for maintenance of this project.

» Assyre that all minority groups, as well as the general public within the
appropriate jurisdiction, have been provided adequate opportunity to
participate in the process of identifying and selecting this project for SRTS
funding.

* |nderstand the project costs in this proposal are preliminary estimates only
and that actual final costs may be more than or less than those reflected
heregin. If there iz any variance from the proposed cost, we are prepared o
accommodate any addifional SRTS reguirements.

* Understand SRTS payments will be reimbursed by MOT on a work-progress

basis; i.e., no payments will be made for any work until it has been completed
and proper documentation submitied to MDT.

13
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# |Understand because this is a Federal-aid project, it must conform to all
federal and state laws and regulations pertaining to procedures for design,
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), rights-of-way, contract letting, and construction standards, including the
proper and applicable payment of Federal-aid prevailing wage rates,
Dizadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBEE) regulations, and Equal Employment
Opportunity (EED) contract compliance. We understand failure o meet these
requirements may, by law or policy, render this project ineligible for SRTS
funding.

* 5SRHTS is a Federal-aid program. The entire SRTS project must mest federal
requirements regardless of funding source.

* |Inderstand the information contained herein indicates the general concepts
of the project and does not constitute in any way a final plan for project
implementation.

* |Inderstand there will be written agreements between MDT and the sponsor to
complete certain activities, and the sponsor may not proceed with any activity
1o be furnded with SRTS funds prior to written MDT approval.

* |Understand the sponsor is responsible for completing all phases of project
development and implementation (except in some cases where SRTS projects
may be included with a plannaed MDT highway project).

* |Inderstand that the sponsor will complete and submit quarterly progress
reports.

* |Inderstand that the sponsor will establish a regular (monthly or guarterly)
reimbursement request scheduls with the SRTS coordinator.

Sponsor: Jim Shea, Board Chair Date
Sponsor: Duby SanteBuperintenderidamilton School Date
Ravalli County CTEP administrator Date

14
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IV Community Letters of Participation

15
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Appendix A: Non-Infrastructure Projects

Timeline Appendix A
Attachment 1A

The National Center for Safe Routes to School has developed a set of data collection forms and
tools intended to help oundal Safe Routes to School Program measure and understand results.
HamiltonElementary SRTS Program is a registered user. Student Tally, Parent Survey and other
forms will be utilized.

Fall 2010

Teachers will participate in a Traffic Education Seminar

Students will participate inge appropriate lessons.

All community post office box holders will receive information developed for the Awareness
Campaign

Parents and the general public will be invited fchoolTraffic | awareness presentation

Spring 2011

Teachers will participatenia Traffic Education Seminat. |

Students will participate imge appropriate lessons.

All community post office box holders will receive information developed for the Awareness
Campaign

Parents and the general publiclveié invited to a School Trafficllawareness presentation.

16
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Appendix A
Attachment 12

IK—S Traffic Safety Education Resolution
Montana Board of Public Education

Approved by the Montana Board of Public Education on May 8, 2008

Improving Traffic Safety Education in Montana Schools for Young Highway and Street Users
as Passengers, Pedestrians, Bicyclists and Future Young Drivers

WHEREAS, the leading cause of death for age groups 1 — 44 is by traffic crashes. and the leading
cause of unintentional injury caused deaths for age groups 1 — 64 is traffic crashes (source: Cenfer's
for Disease Confrol and Prevention [CDC]); and

WHEREAS. traffic crashes are within the top 7 causes of injuries treated m hospitals for age groups
5— 14 and in the top 4 causes of injuries treated in hospitals for age groups 15 — 65+ (source: CDC);
and

WHEREAS, in 2006, 8§ Montana children ages 5 — 14 died and 563 were injured as a result of traffic
crashes; and 27 Montana teens ages 15-19 died and 1,769 were injured as a result of traffic crashes
(source: Monfana Department of Transportation [MDT] Traffic Safety Problem Identification [ID]);
and

WHEREAS, in 2006, 25 Montana children in the 5 — 14 age group either died or were seriously
injured as pedestrians hit by a motor vehicle, (Source MDT Traffic Safety Problem ID); and

WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration states that motor vehicle crashes
are the leading cause of death for the age group 2 — 14 and 43% of school age pedestrian fatalities
occur between 3 pm. and 7 p.m ; and

WHEREAS, safety studies have identified key school pedestrian and traffic safety issues including
(1) unsafe routes to school,
(2) speeding/reckless driving in school zones,
(3) unsafe parking and drop-offpick-up practices,
{4) school bus loading zone conflicts and double parking.
(5) unclear school area signs and crosswalks with low visual impact and recognition,
(8) poorly maintained/faded crosswalks and signs,
() utility construction and street/public works hazards,
(8) inadequate crossing guard program funding,
(9 lack of sustainable school safety education/staff training. and
(10} inconsistent enforcement and parking control intervention
(California 2001 PTA Resolution); and

WHEREAS, the need for traffic engineering. new safefy technologies, education outreach. and the
enforcement of safe driving laws are recognized by safety experts as vital to improving safe routes
to and from schools by reducing hazards and increasing student, community, and motorist
awareness; and

WHEREAS, bicycle helmets, safety belt use, child safety seats, comprehensive injury prevention

curricnla, local and state level policies and resolutions are all proven injury prevention strategies;
and

17
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Appendix A
Attachment 12.1
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